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Course structure, content & planning 
 
  Day 1 .  (afternoon) 

 
 Introduction Why ethics? 
 1 The need to put risk governance in a thematic context 
 2 Observations from the broader societal context 
 3 Observations on rationalisations of the nuclear (energy) risk 
 4 The ethics of radiological risk governance 
 
 (bridge) The idea ‘risk’ 
 1 Making choices in face of risk 
 2 Risk assessment – imagination and calculation 
 3 The notion of informed consent 
 
 part 1 Risk and knowledge 
 1 Setting 1 – a natural disaster 
 2 The ‘absurdity’ of risk perception 
 3 Setting 2 – the nuclear expert in parliament 
 4 The limits to science, and the importance of belief 
 5 Setting 3 – the great divide 
 6 The importance of opinions beyond the facts 
 7 Conclusion – recognising cognitive perplexity 
 
 part 2 Risk and values 
 1 Norms and values 
 2 Limited knowledge + values to overcome perplexity? 
 3 Unstructured problems 
 4 In search of absolute values to tackle unstructured problems 
 5 Moral pluralism 
 6 The deadlock of cognitive perplexity + moral pluralism? 
 7 Conclusion: justification beyond the search for truth 
 
   Day 2 .  (afternoon) 

 
 (bridge) The idea ‘justification’ in relation to risk 
 1 A simple definition.. and its inadequacy 
 2 Distinguishing meaningful contexts: occupational versus social 
 3 The need for a normative approach to ‘method’ 



 4 Elements of a justification exercise 
 5 A view on ethics in relation to the law 
 6 Justification as a dynamic deliberation act 
 7 Specific meanings for the nuclear energy context 
 8 Specific meanings for the medical context 
 
 part 3 Issues (from the real world) for discussion 
 reference the concept of sustainable development 
  the value of nature  
 knowledge role of the media 
 inclusion participation and democracy 
 framing state sovereignty in global policies 
  peaceful and military use of technology   
 options dealing with a historical legacy 
 conditions radiological protection regulations 
  risk compensation 
 the future intergenerational accountability 
 
  Day 3 .  (afternoon) 

 
 (bridge) The idea ‘justice’ in relation to risk 
 1 The need to deal with cognitive perplexity and moral pluralism 
 2 The justice of knowledge generation and decision making 
 
 part 4 Advanced approaches to risk governance 
 1 Theory 
 2 Practice 
 
 part 5 Justification as a deliberation practice to generate trust 
 1 Beyond facts and concerns: building trust 
 2 The need to deal with a historical modernity 
 3 A new normative ethics for participation 
 4 A new way of generating knowledge 
 5 A new way of policy making 
 
 

 

 


